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Euulh ; brethren, Farewel : be Per- Z ; 
F ie 25 


[ HE words. of q We 
: Hi the laſt advice, which = 
gave to the Corinthians. In this, = 
and the former Epiſtle, he endeavours Fen : _ 
poſe the differences, that aroſe among 


2 touching a point, which was ſ i 
entian, that 8 


far from encouraging di 
required the ſtricteſt unanimity ; the = ' ͤ 


and eſteem due to 2 "2 
teachers. One was of Poul,; "OY 


Apolles, and another of Ceph, 5 | 
temoye the animoſities cauſed by ſuch " 


pertial attachments, the Apoſtle proves oi 4 
3x \ 4 1 3 


1 5 


* Nen ] 
to them, in his 15 epiſtle, the ES] | 
fity-of union, with"the-folly—of inter- 

Tüßling it, © fince the various gifts and 
abilities of their teachers pointed all at 
the ſame end, the edification of Chriſt's 


* which is the church. 
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wa defign'; ; he laments the conti- 
Sande of Mid Gre diſorders ; and as 
the laſt advice of friends makes the deepeſt 
impreſſion, and is longeſt remembered, he 
colleds the force of all his other ad- 


| Inonitions into this cotipendious ſentence, 


"which we cannot too frequently attend 
to, nor too carefully keep in mind: 
Fi; nally, , brethren, farewell : be perfect, 
be of good comfort, be of one mind, 2 
in peace, and the Gop of love and peace 
bell be with you. 
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"1 ; diſcourfing hirelbre upon theſe 
words 2. * be r Þ conſider, 6 * 


Fil, The fol bitte therein — 
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In the firſt place, we are Ss dd to 

be perfalt; which word, according to our 
tranſlation, implies a continual progreſs 9 
in the purſuit of all thoſe : "virtues" ant 
graces, which are either amiable i in them- _—_ 
ſelves, or exhibit any reſemblance of the 8 I 
dine nature. And, in this ſenſe, it un- 
doubtedly concerns every one of us to be 
| perfett, as our Father, who is in heaven,” 4 
is perfect. But, if wye conſult the original} © a 1 
; and explain the word there made uſe of, 5 _ 
by the ſenſe it bears in other places, we 3 
ſhall find, that the Apoſtle exhorts uss 1 
not ſo much to perfection in general, — 
as to a particular kind of it; ; the uniting: | 
of diviſions, the compoſing of differences, 


* 


and the practice of the great duties of pears” 4 
and — Bier nc are the bend of / _ - 
ens * hann EE © I 


As oat * be begin 6 likewiſe, g 
außen. A difference in conſtitution ms! EN 
Ds: -: © PE 


x . "4%, 
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KE g 3 

of education, reading, or com: 
pany” ; the untowardneſs of rough, or ti 
pliancy of ſofter, paſſions; the undue con- 
tempt or eſteem of another's judgment 3 a 
will deprayed by intereſt or vice; or, laſtly, 
a natural weakneſs of the intellectual 5 
culties; all theſe willneceſſarily occafion a 
_ diverſity in our ſentiments both of things 
and perſons. And this more particularly, in 
caſes of ſceming or real moment, pro- 
duces controverſy and oppoſition. The 
reaſon of which may be, that the will 
and paſſions cannot ſo. cally recede, when 
drawn. forth by an object, which the 27% 
derftanding recommends as moſt worthy 
pf their embracement. And hence per- 
haps it is, that religious. affairs, where. 
men diſagree in their opinions, are often 
managed with greater heat ; becauſe: the 
| regulat conduct and due —— of Lou 
is of the greateſt conſequence. Ho 7 

tho it be natural to differ in matters — 
religion, and too cuſtomary to do it with 
immodetate zeal, and exceſſive ferypr, yet 
| ir is by no means commendable ; and cuſtom, 
* but a eat excuſe for the violation 
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ef lier command,” Wen dari 5 
fuch diviſions happere in” pny"ſockeryy 
as unavoidably they will, che bufinels R — 
not to widen, but to che, che breach 5 = 
be perfect, as the Apoſtle exherts or Es 
. Lo 1 And then it i lo, » 9 _ 
19- ron 'ofi 75 11108 © ne 
Br of good comfort. This pirate vl 

dmit of rent fignifications, IE tray 
be an exhortation to patience in trouble, 
or to courage under perſecution,” But 
if we may collect the ſenſe of it from . 
its being ranked! in the text among other 1 
= | perſuaſiyes to peace and upity, it Would — 
ſeem to be a caution given the Corin- = 
thians, not to be overwhelmed Wick 3 

foo much forrow for paſt diviſions ; z. 3 

5 to ſet themſelves with a chearful come | 

poſure of mind to correct an error, "which 

it. TY be  burtful and afl to per. 

in. Be of good comfort, i. e. Tet 

not * divifions fill your hearts with' 

any. farther grief, than what is neceſſary 
to engage your care and concern iy oY 
uniting them. A piece of advice kighty . | 1 4 
Fequiſite ; as excellive grief, upon "cams" 
9 mitting 
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* 10 {i 
witting any fault, may becomea particular 
hindrance. to the amendment of it. 
truth indeed is, that the tears of immode- 
rate ſorrow for our offences often. flow, 
not from love or affeftion, but from pride 
or deſpondency; the former of which is 
abaſhed at the diſcovery of a weakneſs, 
which it was not before aware of, and is un- 
willing to acknowledge; the latter cramps 
the ſtruggles of the mind to recover itſelf,, 

by repreſenting them as yain and fruitleſs, 
80 that to reſtore peace and quiet, where 
it has once been loſt, nothing can contri. 
bute more, than ſuch a modeſt hope of par- 
don for paſt diviſions, as ariſes from Aa 
principle of true humility. It muſt un- 
doubtedly create uneaſineſs in a generous 
mind, that it has been betrayed into heat | 
of anger and reſentment. However, it 
ſometimes happens, that the good man's 
trouble. on that account is, in the end, 
of greater uſe to him, than if he had 
never had occaſion for it, by always keep- 
ing himſelf in an eaſy ſtate of unruffled 
tranquillity. For, as to know our ſelves 
e is a peculiar | helf p to the attainment 
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on” 


zeal, into a Iris 7 nies); HR = 


by humility, which ſets the” gooaneſs:'of 


Godagainſt preſent ſurprize, and his gract 
againſt future" temptation, may become a 
powerful motive to ſeek peace and -enſut 
it hereafter, with greater vigour and in 
duſtry. Be, therefore, 27 good Wt 
And then it is a" C ane * Beis 
177 d ai n lac 1 * 4 AF 
BE of one mind. Now by this we 
are not to underſtand, that all are bound: 


to entertain the ſame opinion of evety 


thing; that being as impoſſible as for 
all to have the lihe features and com- 


plexion, or for every eye to be equally 


fore an exact and univerſal agreement 
in ſentiments is what cannot be ex- 


cept, better ſũited to their nature and 


ability; which is, that men ſhould en- 
deayour, as much as poſſible, after unity 
in opinion , but, * that is impracti- 


cable, 


affected with the ſame object. As there. 


pected from men, we muſt have recourſe 
to ſome other interpretation” of this pte. 
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counts of it only vary i in ſome rrifling 


inſtazices 3 ſo it is highly blameable in 
ant to / parate upon a difference in 
concerning the 0 


agree in.acknowledging the ſubſtance, and 


admiring the beauty of it. Indeed, with 
regard to diviſions of any. kind, if WS-Ca- 


not poſſibly unite, yet ĩt | may be i in our 


3 to leſſen them; and the moſt pro- 


bable way of doing this is the forbearing 
of one another in love. An endeavour to 
bring all men to the ſame ſtandard of 
With ourleleey, would be like 

mould be ſure to give pain 


> 


to the mind, tad — 11 
only boaſt of an unnatural diſtomted cam SY 
lay. Nr the mind is impatient un! 


of rad Hope and fear indeed may for, 
iavhile Force and keep down its ſpringg 
büt then it is diſſatisfied and uneaſy; 1 1 


2 


the preſſure is no ſooner 1 
it rebounds > 
violence into its native freedom.” A 
uſually find, that the moſt ſteady con- 
verts, as well as trueſt friends, are made 

g means. ByxaqVES 
dteſſing to willi and affectioni, we. 
more eaſily gain upon their eee | 

to remove their prejudices /aridi-averſions: 
a meek and ebarita 


ments,” ; when accompanied with heat and 
eagerneſs. --$0/that,. een aut af pr 
we ſhould abſtain from all ſex 


not only becauſe it is whſale —— 
rs for a partigularityt in their ſentist 
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ments, which perhaps! is: unavpidable,: 
cathy h Gt | 


T "$4 


; "448 "528 \ 
to u with a ſudden 
— 1 10 2 
P a I, ; EL. 


ef; 
«4.7 1 
»# oth 
2 1 

« 


* 
= 
* 


7 
* 

. 

* - 


hat was of little mothent, of 2 
Be therefore of ane mind: and 
by che pertortiainc of thisduty, we ſhall 
be more cafily led to comply with the 
nent advice the Apoſtle gives, to Woe in 
ſu,„ OM: "55naletk 
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* * 


ap # r f - - # * 


- 


By living'in peace may be underſtood 
the outward add flowing from the inward 
Affection; u in will and eri. 
ments being always followed by a 
ableneſs of bebaviour. Indeed, to ſecure 
and enforer the latter of theſe; duties „tlie 
ſeveral precepts o the tert directly 5 
We ate there exhorted to be perfas, or 
to compoſe our divifions; to be of *yyod 
cmfort, or 0 forbear dll immoderate 
ſorrow, wech hight prevent our em- 


ariſe from "our thoughts and deſires, to 
— r and besten our 


1 1 51. 


ben this is done, our 2 5 
like the letting out of water, will ſoon 


and mall things return into tlicit proper 
channel; we' ſhall ive in pace. R duty; 


verſe with, for its object; and, in- the 
nauer of petforming it, calls for the 


qzerting of our utmoſt _viggur - 1. it be | 


much as lieth in au, live peaceably with 


all men. A command ſo unlimited, that it 


obliges us to diſcharge every offiee of huma- 
nity and good-neighbourhood:; to ſmooth 


the of our on tempers, te 


2 AHont, even, bear with real iniu⸗ 


has miſled us into any offence, to ackriown 
- ledge; and correct our error; here another 
is miſtaken, to make allowance, and fore 
0 C 2 


SY 


come ta an end the breach, that diverted 
the current of aut affections, b made u 


not of greater importance, than extent 
and which; tho but one branch of the 


| 8 commaridment, is exceeding broad: 
For/ it comprehends all, whom we _ 


endeavour, by condeſcenſion; to ſoften 
that af others; and, rather than give! ang 


rios; if imprudence or want of experience, 


give j 
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eve; rn kinds, * 
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de the firſt in quenching, where a ſtriſe 


or tumult, the firſt in appeaſing, it; ta 


reconcile the variance of contending par- 
ties, by inſinuating and improving the moſt 
favourable conſtructions | of their mutual 
behaviour; by effacing the remembrance 


of paſt diviſions, and recalling to their 


minds the more e ** of for- 


rſs. „a COMORSIAN 2 31 14% 


11 ban 8 


811 Anp, iter this defeription of the duty: 


bf peace, can there need any ſtronger 


motives to excite us to the practice of it'd 


Even thus briefly to enumerate its ſeveral 
offices, is largely to recommend it. Tis 


a kind of muſic and harmony, conſidered 
in its oανn nature; and, in its certain 
eFects, the health and hap ppineſs of the 
mind. It is the ſilver cord of | of fienddup, 


| the firmeſt bond of chriſtian ſociety, and, 


like thoſe ſofter oils, which facilitate the 
revolution of the wheels of ſome great 


machine, it keeps all the movements of 


public and private life a going, cafily and 
withournoiſe;”" Vet theſe inbecent charms 


n 


7 * 
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motiwes ſuggeſted. to 
mance WP. the duties above. 
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beauties of the,creation far 5 e 
2 „ * 


1 1 


* dominictts/ che e principalities and powers, 
e rde of his angels, becauſe there 
is 0 er Jo With regard to men, as 
he r peace by his precept,” f 
he inuttes Nan pyk. his parreun. He was 
52 Baly in Ohrift '7eronctHhig the world 
8 We büt Has "A119 commit ted to 
his miniſters the word bf cbm amo. 
And can the God of love be pleaſed with 
dae and eninity, or the Gad gf place 
with &;/06#d and variance? Tis as irn 
poſſible for him to delight in any thing 
cymrary tochis own nature, as it is for us 
th be ally unhappy W ing What 18 
aprerabił Hereto. Letycherefore, all the 
fury vf vat pafflons be uf y tet the ſ wel- 
thigh of divifien” fibſide ; let peace ſriooth 
Gery TuMitig ef cür minds, as 4 elm 
— and jet way 


And e P? pore 
— (ge Wo are 
themſetvs; allt endeavdur to compoſe 
differences "of \drbers ; for they ſhall be 
called, "they frrall br indeed, che children 
of 


2 
of- dd as expreſſing in chat ifuriove 
the ſtrongeſt xe ſem 
po rr Wavk 217 is der 

® reel non e Al galtesby tae 
Ar farther” It is ep declare, 
that'if we Hye in peitce; God wilt bs 
with 1 
ion 2 bleſſings. He will be 
with us, in 5 and preſetving 40 
us the ſeveral benefits and conveniencies 


of ſociety and intercourſe. Theſe are the 


common and invaluable fruits of a 
able demeanour, and ſhould" be 'a very 


powerful inducement to our acquiring 


and improving ĩt. Behold, ſays the Ae 
Pfulmiſt, TEEN our attention; 

bolt, "how good and” joyfil a thing it * 
for Frethren to free? together in unity 
Indeed, can be more de 
where intereſt or inclination has brought 
men together, than for all diſtinction to 
be laid aſidde, eccche the decent one of 
rank and abilities ; for every mind to 
breathe mutual We; for every tongue to 
the language of the heart; and 
every hand to engage in every good 


office, 


a phaſe which denotes à wat 
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\ office;/ 1 either increaſe the fivects 
of priuatme friendſbip, or promote the 
welfare of the public community? What 
more pleaſing in its appearance, than to 
fee every oountenance open, and undiſ- 
e; to obſerve men forming 
themſelves into circles of acquaintance 
without fear or jealouſy, talking of bu« 
ſineſs with mutual confidence, or walking 
to the houſe, of God as friends? And yet 
this happy ſtate, this agreeable proſpect, 
is What peace preſents us with, and what 
God, by. promiſing to be with us, has. 
encouraged us to expect. So that we 
cannot imagine holy David ſpeaks only 
in the heat of fancy, or a flight of poetry, 
when he compares the delight attending 
upon this duty, to the rich oin tment 
poured out upon Aaron's head, or the 
dew of Hermon, which fell upon the hill 
of Sion ; ſince cool reaſon will juſtify, 

the ſimilitude, and experience ſhews, that 
no perfume, can be more reviving to the 
ſpirits, nor any dew more refreſhing to 
the thirſty mountains, than the hope. or, 
return 
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that is ee with TN, 


" Rievra bleſſing paplics In G04 org. 
miſe to be with us, and which by far 


N 8 


exceeds the former, as being of a ſpiri. 


tual nature, is the comfort of a good 
conſcience, and the expectation of future 
Blefſedneſs. And this, if we live in peace, 


we ſhall be doubly intitled to, becauſe there- 


performing a duty, which the ſcriptures 
ſo earneſtly inculcate, both as the cement 
of ſociety here, and a neceſſary prepara- 
tion for the happineſs of heaven here- 


after. The exhortation in the text is, in 


other words, to keep the unity of the 
irit in the bond of peace ; and the na- 
tural effe& of our compliance with it will 
be, that cuſtom and hahit will ſo refine 


dur tempers, and tune our paſſions, that, 
when we depart hence, we ſhall the more 
eaſily mingle with the endrarments of ſaints 


and angels, and the more-readily. fall in 


wich their r general concert 'of love and 


3 
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Ann this (rg ſaficient to explain 
and -enforce the duties recommended in 
the text, I, come now towards the con- 
cluſion af this diſcourſe, and (I ſpeak it 
with reluctance) of my miniſtry among 
you! Indeed, the latter is a time, which, 
if gratitude be a duty, it would ill become 
me even to reflect upon, with a ſorrow 
capable of any other : mitigation, - than 
what this thought will: afford, that . the 
mind may be preſent where the body can- 
not, and that, where-ever: I am, the juſt 
ſenſe, I retain of your undeſervedly kind 
treatment, will Mill engage me as ef- 
 feftionately to wiſh for, and as heartily 
to rejoice in, your welfare and happi- 

neſs, as if I continued under ſtronger 
and more immediate obli . perſonally 
to 9 it. 


'Wirn regard to my. ſucceſſor *, as it is 
your duty, ſo I hope it will become your 
delight, to receive his inſtructions with 


*The Rev. Mr. Bolton 200. M. A. of Queen” s 
College, Oxford. | | 
a can- 
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a candid and reachable dilpolition, with 


unprejudiced attention, and unfeigned hu- 
mility. Obey them, ſays the Apoſtle, 


that have the rule over you, or that 


are your guides, and ſubmit yourſelves: 


for they watch for your ſouls, as they 
that muſt give an account, that 1 


| may do it with; oy, and not with 


PIO here permit me, with a PR 5 


variation, to make the requeſt and pro- 
feſſion of the ſame Apoſtle: Pray for us; 
for we are in all things willing to live boneft- 


h and peaceably, It is indeed entirely from 


a love of peace, that throughout this Jaſf 


diſcourſe, I have endeavoured to recom- 


mend this duty to your affeions by 
delineating the beauty, and tq your un. | 


derſtandings by exhibiting the importance, 


of it, Moti ves, that can hardly fail of 
exciting you to the conſtant practice of 


it, if you conſider withal, how highly 


it will contribute, not only to your . 


ritual, but alſo to your temporal, advan- 
D 2 
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You can no more be fied in his, 
25 than in the next world, without loving 
one another. Diſſenſions of any long 
continuance beget a fixed and inveterate 


F 
2 * * 
4 4 


hatred; and this is the very ruſt and 


canker of the mind; it not only deſtroys 
the luſtre and beauty of its virtues, but 
eats into and waſtes that inward ſatiſ- 
faction and complacency, which is the very 
ground and ſubſtance of every rational 
pleaſure. Nay, ſuch diſſenſions are, in 
the end, as pernicious to ſocieties, as pre- 
judicial to particular perſons ; and have 
frequently occaſioned their ruin, by ſo 
looſening their frame, that they have 
either fallen by their own weight, or 
been more cafily overthrown by the at- 
tempts of undermining ſabtilty, or open 
malice. Every city and houſe divided 
againſt itſelf, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, 
Rall not fland : Whereas peace and unity 
will render men both eaſy i in themſelves, | 
and ſecure againſt any attacks from with- 
cut, either by the ſtrength of joint coun- 
ſel, and united force, in repelling them, 
. of 
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indering them from being offered. The 


advice. of Solomon on. this occaſion will 
deferve your regard: Leave off conten- 
tion, before it be meddled with. Divi- 
ſions are like the burnings of a fever, or 
the agonies of a donvulſion, which always 4 
leave the blood weak, and the body 
faint and languiſhing. And you may ge- 
nerally obſerve, that the conſtitution of 
any political body is firmeſt, and the com- 
plexion of it moſt n not when 
party fluſhes it with ſudden beat, or ani- 
mates it with a ſhort-lived vigour ; but. 
' when peace and charity inſpire its mem- 
bers with a gentle warmth of affection, 
preſerve them in the unconſtrained dif 
charge of their proper functions, and keep 
up through the whole a regular and free 
circulation of kind expreſſions, and friendly 


I x, then, there be any conſolation in 
Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any 

fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any bowels and 

mercies, be like-minded ; have the ſame 


have, be of one Prins, 5 e * 
let nothing be done through frife or vain- 
glory. Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, be 
put away from you, with. all malice; 
and be ye kind one to another, tender- 
bearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, has forgiven you, 
And may the God of peace, that brought. 
again from the dead our Lord Feſus, that 
great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the. 
blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is well- 
pleaſing in his fight, through Jeſus Chrift; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever! 
Amen. 
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